OUTLINE FOR PERSUASIVE SPEECH
INTRODUCTION –

1. attention grabbing opening sentence (use a quote, statistic, interesting fact, story, etc… that clearly shows your position on the issue and already begins to persuade us to agree with your position)

2. thesis statement *** (includes 3 to 5 main topics your body paragraphs will cover) (EXAMPLE: Enforcing a dress code in school will reduce school violence, lessen discrimination between groups, and improve overall student academic performance.)

BODY

A. TOPIC OF PARAGRAPH = 1st reason we should agree with your position
2. Main topic sentence –.

3. Specific findings and details (Source = author name or article title).

4. More details (Source).

5. More details or examples (Source).

B. TOPIC OF PARAGRAPH = 2nd  reason we should agree with your position
1.   Main topic sentence – 

2.   specific findings (Source ).

3. more details (Source ).

4. more details

C.  TOPIC OF PARAGRAPH = 3rd   reason we should agree with your position

1.   Main topic sentence-

2.   support for your main topic sentence (Source ).

3.    more support


D.  TOPIC= SALUTE & SMASH =   what your opposition might think and why they’re wrong
1.   Main topic sentence –

2.   specific reasons aspects (Source ).

3.   more reasons

2. more reasons

CONCLUSION

1. Tie it to the introduction if possible.

2. Provide last insightful commentary on findings, etc…

3. Plea for us to TAKE ACTION

NOTE:  Incorporating research to support your findings will improve the overall persuasiveness of your speech.  Research at least 3-4 sources and paraphrase your findings.  Then incorporate at least five to ten facts from your research into your paper. Do NOT forget to CREDIT your author or article title at the end of any sentence that relies on research or this is PLAGARISM and you will receive a ZERO on your entire speech and outline.  Attach a bibliography to this outline when you hand it in the day before your speech. 

Introduction

Fist sentence must GRAB our attention.  If your audience isn’t interested after the first sentence, they will most likely not read your piece!  Select carefully!  Strategize!

The last sentence of your intro should be your thesis.  Thesis = sentence that states what your entire paper is about.  It mentions the topic of your paper and the main topics you’re covering.  If your paper was about Hitler before being a dictator, you might have a paragraph on childhood, one on school, etc..  The topics of your paragraphs should be mentioned in your thesis.

Example:

· Hitler’s childhood, scholarly studies, ingenious speaking abilities, and military training all played key roles in making him the leader that he was.

· Before becoming the dictator he was, Hitler was influenced by his childhood, scholarly studies, ingenious speaking abilities, and military training.

Can you tell what the body paragraphs will be about?

Before turning in your intro, underline the thesis!!

Body Paragraphs

Begin every body paragraph with a MAIN TOPIC SENTENCE.  This sentence states what the paragraph will be about.

Example:


Hitler’s childhood consisted of many difference experiences, mostly conflicting.

(then this whole paragraph will discuss incidents of Hitler’s childhood.)

